Book Reviews

Robert J. Antony and Angela Schotten-
hammer (eds.) Beyond the Silk Roads:
New Discourses on China’s Role in East
Asian Maritime History. Wiesbaden,
Germany: Harrassowitz Verlag, www.
harrassowitz-verlag.de, 2017. ix+222
pp., illustrations, maps, tables, notes,
index. Euro 68,00€, hardback; ISBN
978-3-447-10944-4.

Beyond the Silk Roads: New Discourses
on China’s Role in East Asian Maritime
History is one of the latest entries in the
rapidly-expanding field of Asian-Pacif-
ic maritime history. Derived from the
2015 “Beyond the Silk Road” confer-
ence in Shanghai, this volume is a cu-
rated collection of eleven revised es-
says, including an introductory chapter
and conclusion, representing a broad
cross-section of times, places, and
themes related to East Asia’s maritime
history. The book is very well-orga-
nized, thoroughly researched, and pro-
vides a strong, comprehensive over-
view of some of the most important
research taking place in this emerging
field. While its primary focus is on Chi-
nese maritime history, it also provides
detailed and fascinating glimpses into

the maritime histories of Japan, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Spain, Portugal, France, the
Philippines, and many other localities
both past and present. The theme of
interconnected histories is consistently
strong and well-argued throughout this
volume.

Robert Antony’s opening chapter
establishes a consistent thematic blue-
print for the rest of the volume by exam-
ining recent historiographical shifts in
maritime and global history in the con-
text of East Asia. The thematic heart of
the volume is Sanjay Subrahmanyam’s
seminal 1997 article “Connected His-
tories: Notes Towards a Reconfigura-
tion of Early Modern Eurasia,” which
argues forcefully for “connected,” “en-
tangled,” or “shared” history, instead of
the more traditional comparative histo-
ry (3). Antony also centres the Chinese
maritime world on the South China Sea
in particular, and provides a general
history of its importance to China and
the world while avoiding an over-focus
on Sino-Western encounters common
to many global historians. Reading
this volume, the reader gets the distinct
impression that the entrance of early
modern Europeans into Asian maritime
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space was simply another addition to an
already-crowded seascape rather than
the momentous, earth-shaking event
perceived by previous historiography
and popular culture. As a rule, the sub-
sequent ten chapters do an exemplary
job of relating back to and expanding
upon Antony’s blueprint.

Aside from the excellent introduc-
tory chapter, three essays in particular
stand out. Ubaldo Iaccarino’s “Con-
quistadors of the Celestial Empire: The
Spanish Policy toward China at the
End of the 16th Century” illuminates a
little-understood aspect of Sino-West-
ern relations that has only recently
begun to garner serious attention from
Anglophone historians. He focuses
his arguments on the ignorance and
near-hubris of the Spanish, whose ig-
norance of Chinese norms, trade, and
language doomed their efforts to trade
with and expand militarily into China.
“Leizhou Pirates and the Making of the
Mekong Delta” by Xing Hang is anoth-
er high point of the volume. It places
the Mekong Delta at the centre of the
seventeenth-century battles between
the Ming loyalists and the advancing
Manchu forces, skillfully examining
the long-term significance of this of-
ten-neglected frontier region. Finally,
Robert Antony’s second essay, “Pirates,
Dragon Ladies, and Steamships: On the
Changing Forms of Modern China’s Pi-
racy,” brings the maritime world of late
Qing and Republican China into focus.
This article addresses the “underside of
Chinese maritime history” (165), rath-
er than the official, institutional aspects
that make up much of the historiogra-
phy. His investigation of the impact of
piracy on China’s maritime world rep-
resents an important contribution to our
understanding of China’s nineteenth-
and twentieth-century lowpoints by il-
luminating the economic and diplomat-
ic costs of this extensive underground

network. The essays by Adam Clulow,
John W. Chaffee, and Susan E. Schopp
are also especially strong, no mean feat
in a collection without any poorly-con-
ceived or mediocre articles.

The only real discordant note is the
gaps in the chronology presented in this
volume. The essays are generally in
chronological order after the introduc-
tion, beginning with a pair of prehistor-
ic/ancient chapters by Judith Cameron
and Hugh R. Clark respectively, and
ending with two essays on the modern
maritime world by Adam Clulow and
Robert Antony before proceeding to
Angela Schottenhammer’s masterful
longue durée overview of China’s mari-
time history. The remaining five essays
all focus on some aspect of the medieval
or early modern worlds. The thematic
and analytical strengths of the volume
are at their best in these five chapters,
undoubtedly owing in part to authors’
ability to draw from an extensive and
well-established historiography for
both early modern maritime and glob-
al history. While all of the essays are
strong, well-researched, and of signifi-
cant interest to the historian of China,
the case for a connected, sustained Chi-
nese maritime world stretching from
prehistory to the present is undermined
by the two significant, extended gaps in
the chronology presented here.

Regardless of this relatively minor
concern, Beyond the Silk Roads rep-
resents a truly significant milestone in
the development of a formidable his-
toriography of the Chinese maritime
world. It should be required reading for
any scholar of China or the global mar-
itime world. Indeed, it would make an
excellent addition to any upper-level or
graduate course on Chinese, global, or
maritime history.

Ashleigh Dean
Atlanta, Georgia
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Christopher M. Bell. Churchill and the
Dardanelles. Oxford: Oxford Universi-
ty Press, www.oup.com, 2017. xiv+439
pp., illustrations, notes, bibliography,
maps, index. US $34.95, cloth; ISBN
987-0-19087-0254-2.

“Isn’t the whole of Gallipoli one mighty
might have been?” so wrote one Royal
Navy officer to a fellow veteran of the
Dardanelles campaign in 1936, 21 years
after coming under heavy fire. (quoted
in Gallipoli by Eric Bush (1975). The
ill-fated campaign, which cost Britain
and her Allies almost 190,000 casu-
alties, became one of the great Allied
failures of the First World War. (Cana-
dian angle: It is not widely remembered
that the Royal Newfoundland Regiment
served in the campaign before being sent
to France.) Winston Churchill, who, as
First Lord of the Admiralty, had pushed
for a naval attempt to force the strategic
waterway between the Mediterranean
and Black Seas, came to be associated
with the failed campaign. Indeed, the
poorly managed naval attempt to pene-
trate the Dardanelles before any troops
were landed triggered a political crisis
that cost Churchill his Cabinet position.
It eventually led to a Coalition govern-
ment while a disastrous land campaign
dragged on. Throughout his life, Chur-
chill would steadfastly maintain that
the Dardanelles campaign had been “a
mighty might have been”. In this thor-
ough study, Christopher Bell examines
Churchill’s actual involvement and his
subsequent efforts to erase the public
opprobrium that linked his name to the
failed campaign.

Bell has written extensively about
maritime aspects of the Second World
War, the Royal Navy between the wars,
and other twentieth-century naval is-
sues. In 2012, he published Churchill
and Sea Power, which examined Chur-
chill’s involvement with the Royal

Navy over his entire political career.
His extensive command of archival and
published material, his fluid writing
style and convincingly argued judge-
ments are all on display in Churchill
and the Dardanelles.

While this is not an operational his-
tory, the author offers enough detail to
provide context for the political arena
that is his focus. The impact of new
technologies on naval operations had a
significant role in the attempt to force
the Dardanelles. Wireless enabled
Churchill and his naval staff in Lon-
don to become closely involved. Na-
val staffs in Whitehall and on the scene,
however, failed to appreciate how se-
riously Turkish mines would stymie
the advance of Allied fleet units. The
British were slow to improvise more ef-
fective minesweepers. Both sides used
and feared submarines, which although
small and with limited submerged en-
durance, managed to penetrate the
straits in the face of mines and strong
currents that varied at different depths.
The Royal Navy was overly optimistic
about the power of naval guns against
fortifications. The British exploited
intercepted radio traffic. Finally, both
sides used aircraft for reconnaissance
and strikes; but Royal Navy efforts to
use aircraft for spotting ships’ gunfire
were unsuccessful on the critical 18
March 1915 when British and French
warships made their major attack on
Turkish fortifications.

As the Cabinet Minister responsi-
ble for the Admiralty, Churchill’s style
was forceful and dynamic. But Bell
shows that, while overly confident in
his operational judgements and tending
to disregard professional advice that did
not mesh with his views, Churchill did
receive support from his Admirals in
planning the Dardanelles attacks. Al-
ways keen on offensive action, Chur-
chill became interested in the possibil-
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ity of forcing the Dardanelles as early
as the first weeks of the war. On the
outbreak of war, two German warships
in the Mediterranean evaded superior
Royal Navy units and reached safety in
Constantinople where they were nom-
inally incorporated into the Turkish
Navy. As the fighting on the western
front settled into a bitter stalemate, the
original idea of attacking the German
ships was resurrected. The strategic
advantages of opening the Dardanelles
beckoned British planners. Success
would knock Germany’s ally, Turkey,
out of the war and open a new front on
the eastern flank of the Austro-Hungar-
ian Empire. Most importantly, the sea
route via the Black Sea to Russia, hard-
pressed on the Eastern Front, could be
reopened.

Bell outlines the complex story of
how Churchill pushed forward a plan
for a purely naval assault. In January
1915, it received the approval of the
War Council, a critical group chaired by
the Prime Minister that functioned as a
sort of Cabinet sub-group. The author
describes this as “a seemingly low-risk
venture that might produce far-reach-
ing results.” (71) Within weeks it was
recognized that ground forces would
be needed to permanently eliminate
the threat offered by Turkish fortifica-
tions. By March 1915, a powerful An-
glo-French naval force had been assem-
bled. Although there had, as yet, been
no decision on a land-sea operation,
ground forces were being assembled
in the eastern Mediterranean. Despite
the lack of sufficient troops in the area
for such a combined operation, it was
hoped that warships could force the nar-
rows. The attack, on March 18, was a
debacle; mines sank three battleships
and heavily damaged three other major
warships. The Admiral in command re-
fused to attempt further attacks without
support by troops.

While the ground forces already
in-theatre and reinforcements were la-
boriously concentrated in Egypt and
prepared for an amphibious attack,
Churchill’s role came under increasing
attack in the press and from his polit-
ical enemies. His mercurial First Sea
Lord, Jacky Fisher, now an erratic 74
and long ambivalent about the cam-
paign, resigned in dramatic fashion in
May. Bell notes that Churchill’s deci-
sion to recall Admiral Fisher from re-
tirement to serve again a First Sea Lord
in November 1914 —based in part be-
cause he thought that Fisher would be
a compliant colleague—had been “di-
sastrous”. (364) The government was
already under severe pressure because
of an emerging “shell crisis” on the
western front. In the ensuing political
crisis, Churchill was forced to resign;
within days the Liberal government
of which he had been a member had
been replaced by a Coalition. The Al-
lies finally landed troops at the end of
April. The Turkish defenders, assist-
ed by German officers and munitions,
proved tenacious; the campaign became
a long, costly quagmire of casualties
that ended with an Allied withdrawal in
December. The dysfunctional British
system for making high level decisions
and planning throughout the campaign
had failed this test of war. For exam-
ple, the War Council did not meet for
eight critical weeks between 19 March
and 14 May 1915, which meant that the
decision to delay operations until troops
could be landed was taken by the com-
manders in the field rather than in Lon-
don. It was subsequently endorsed by
just three cabinet ministers. The author
summarises the lack of coherent plan-
ning and aptly decries strategic decision
making as “haphazard”(136).

Churchill, whose name was linked
with the disastrous campaign because
this suited his press and political oppo-
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nents, began an energetic and ultimately
successful campaign to rehabilitate his
reputation. It seems extraordinary now,
given how modern governments con-
trol information, but an official com-
mission was launched in April 1916 to
examine the Dardanelles campaign.
Churchill connived with Admiral Jacky
Fisher to give the commission a picture
of their work in planning and running
the operation that “involved consider-
able distortion of the truth.”(227) The
Commission published its initial report
in March 1917. It was ventilated in the
press even as that year’s cataclysmic
developments unfolded—the collapse
of Russia, the German submarine cam-
paign, the ongoing failure of efforts to
break the enervating stalemate on the
Western Front, and the American entry
into the war. The final report appeared
in 1919. The next major hurdle in re-
storing Churchill’s reputation emerged
with the official histories compiled in
the twenties. The author provides a
nuanced and admirably clear outline of
how Churchill manoeuvred to influence
what became a mostly positive image of
his role in both official records. Finally,
Churchill published his own selective
version of the campaign in his histo-
ry of the Great War, The World Crisis
(1923-31).

Churchill and the Dardanelles has
a satisfactory index and maps. The il-
lustrations include three -captivating
contemporary drawings of personalities
important in the story, but otherwise
are mostly small and grainy photo-
graphs. Even though the literature on
the Dardanelles campaign is already
vast, Christopher Bell’s lucid, crisp and
authoritative examination is welcome.
His book covers the policy decisions
behind the campaign, how it unfolded,
and how Churchill was eventually able
to overcome the personal opprobri-
um that resulted from the failed oper-

ation. This is an even-handed account
based on extensive use of archival and
published sources. One of the book’s
strengths is how it dissects complex ep-
isodes involving several personalities
in a fluid and engaging manner. Highly
recommended for those interested how
policy was being made in Britain during
the opening months of the Great War
and a fascinating aspect of Churchill’s
long political career.

Jan Drent
Victoria, British Columbia

Christopher M. Bonin. Virginia in the
War of 1812. Jefferson, NC: McFar-
land Publishing, www.mcfarlandpub.
org, 2018. ix+185 pp., illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. US
$35.00, paper; ISBN 978-1-4766-7108-
6. (E-book available.)

Preservation of Canada within the Em-
pire was the paramount goal of the
British during the War of 1812. Unfor-
tunately, residents of the Chesapeake,
especially Virginians, paid the price for
being on the front lines of this “second-
ary” theater of war. Christopher Bonin
produces a monograph of limited size
and scope focusing on the region in
Virginia in the War of 1812. He notes
there are few studies on the war regard-
ing individual states and, “At present,
there is not a single-volume work on the
Old Dominion at war (1).” Therefore,
the author ably introduces the reader to
a Virginian perspective of the conflict
as a corrective for this perceived inad-
equacy.

“Free trade and sailor’s rights” is
considered the traditional casus bel-
li. Does the evidence support this the-
sis? War was not a result of the Ches-
apeake-Leopard affair in 1808. The
British brazenly attacked a U.S. naval
vessel and removed four sailors, three
of whom were Americans. What of
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sailor’s rights then, after a direct af-
front to national honor and prestige?
Northern interests, generally merchant/
shippers who supported the idea of free
trade, roundly opposed war. But when
the war hawks, generally western rep-
resentatives in Congress, and the man
in the White House, James Madison, a
Virginian, began their bellicose drum-
beat for war, only then did war mate-
rialize. It was thought it would be an
easy march for Canada as the British
were in a dire struggle in Europe. It is
against this backdrop that Bonin sub-
mits his state-centric contribution to the
historiography of the War of 1812.

The story of Virginia’s place in the
war is relayed in nine short chapters.
The Chesapeake-Leopard affair and
intervening four years of dismal Amer-
ican diplomacy in the hands of Virgin-
ian administrations that lead up to the
avoidable conflict comprise the first
two chapters. The third illuminates both
the desire and dread of war through the
letters of Virginia luminaries and news-
paper commentary. A surprisingly wide
diversity of opinion existed within the
state regarding going to war.

The next two chapters relate the
condition of the nation’s and Com-
monwealth’s  military  preparations
and stature, neither very sophisticated,
compared to the British, who were vast-
ly more competent in the martial craft.
The following three chapters focus on
Virginian forces fighting both outside
the state, in the old Northwest, and in
the tidewater during 1813 and 1814.
Successes for Virginians, when they
occurred, were almost glorious, but in
most actions and skirmishes the British
generally had the run of the state from
Hampton to Alexandria. The author of-
fers brief outlines of some the notable
three battles, 27 skirmishes and 11 raids
that occurred in the Commonwealth.
The final chapter presents the outcome

of the war and the fates of various sig-
nificant persons mentioned in the book.

Bonin sheds some light on a num-
ber of local issues, such as slavery’s ef-
fect on the Old Dominion. This partic-
ular institution influenced the strategic
thinking of the state’s leaders. Central-
izing the location of armouries inhibit-
ed the distribution of weapons for local
militias. This was policy due to the
fear of slaves arming themselves from
dispersed militia stores. The dread
was real as numerous slaves rebelled
by claiming their freedom and offering
their services to the British. Hundreds
were incorporated into a Corps of Colo-
nial Marines to fight their former mas-
ters. In fact, they did yeomen’s service
and were lauded by their officers. Other
nuggets of historical information can be
mined from this manuscript as well.

A book with modest goals, its over-
all presentation could have been im-
proved by including maps of various
locations discussed. This would help
geographically situate a reader, who
may not be as familiar with Virgin-
ia as the author. Additionally, a more
through editing would have improved
the text. An occasional sentence and
fragment were repeated, proper capital-
ization missed, and nonsense words or
words out of context were sporadically
found in the text—minor issues but dis-
tracting, none the less. The short Con-
clusion, however, seems out of place.
In an apparent attempt to be timely, an
anguished comparison is made between
the War of 1812 and the Post 9/11 Sec-
ond Iraq War. As the book was pub-
lished in 2018, maybe a comparison
with the centenary of the First World
War might have been more appropriate.
The parallels are more obvious: Lusita-
nia/Chesapeake-Leopard;  Virginian
presidents; America’s desire to avoid a
war for which it was unprepared; and
Great Britain versus a continental pow-
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er. This reviewer found the diversion
into contemporary politics an interest-
ing choice.

Virginia in the War of 1812 is a fine
monograph that makes a quick and easy
read. Any historian of the era or person
with a general interest in the War of
1812 should find the book handy. A stu-
dent of Virginia history might also find
it useful as an introduction to the war
and its focus on the Commonwealth.
Bonin states, “If this book sparks inter-
est and leads to further research, it will
have more than fulfilled the author’s
ambitions (4).” 1 hope the author’s
ambitions are fulfilled, and motivated
readers use this introduction to Virgin-
ia’s role in the War of 1812 to further
research and flesh out more fully Old
Dominion’s place in the conflict.

Michael Tuttle
Cranston, Rhode Island

Thomas Bottcher and Christine Hieber.
Viermastbark Kruzenshtern ex Padua.
Bremerhaven. Germany: Deutsches
Shiffahrtsmuseum and Oceanum Ver-
lag, www.dsm.museum and www.ocea-
num.de. 2016. 325pp., illustrations,
tables, notes, bibliography. English
summary. Plan. €39,90 Euro, cloth:
ISBN 978-3-86927-077-7.

One of the amazing, still-intact exam-
ples of a windjammer is the Kruzen-
shtern. Built in 1926 at the famed Joh.
C. Tecklenborg yard for the F. Laeisz
(known as the famous Flying P-Line),
the ship still sails today and surprising-
ly, this is the first full monograph writ-
ten on the subject.

Purpose-built as a cargo vessel
named the Padua, the ship was the pin-
nacle of sailing technology of its day.
Rigged as a four-masted barque and
with a three-island hull, the ship was
designed for efficiency and the abili-

ty to haul a load. Patent ‘Jarvis-type’
brace-winches were also key in the
design, reducing crew numbers from
what would have required 12-16 men
traditionally to only four men using the
Jarvis winches (23). Compared to a
clipper ship of just 50 years earlier, this
meant 135T per crew vs 34T per crew
for a clipper. In service as the Pad-
ua, like all sailing ships of the era, she
hauled cargo that was not time-depen-
dant—initially, the nitrate trade out of
Chile and later, grain from Australia—
niche routes where steamers had yet to
take over.

The Padua served well under the
flag of the Flying P-Line. It is unfortu-
nate that her greatest achievements were
almost buried in history. For example,
during the last ‘grain race’ from Aus-
tralia during the winter of 1938-1939,
Padua came in second place behind the
famous Moshulu, taking two days more
than the winner’s 91days (84). By the
time she arrived back in Germany in
August 1939, Padua had circumnavi-
gated the world under sail in 8 months
and 5 days—a record that still stands to
this day (86).

The book also provides some insight
into daily life aboard the ships of the
era. Despite the technological advance-
ments, ships were still very dangerous
workplaces and crew deaths were not
uncommon. Safety depended heavily
on a ship’s captain, with so called “driv-
ers” losing up to four men per voyage,
while a ‘good’ captain might lose two
crew in a lifetime at sea, Despite this,
this reviewer was surprised to learn that
German merchant sailing vessels gener-
ally treated their crews better and had
the lowest desertion rates.

Within her history, Padua’s sur-
vival to today must be credited to her
ability to be remain a useful training
platform—a secondary mission she had
had since her launch. Until 1957, Ger-
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many required captains to have a mini-
mum amount of time ‘before the mast’
to qualify for Master Mariner, which
meant vessels like the Padua were still
needed. Post-war, the ship was surren-
dered to the Soviet Union and without
the intervention of a handful of key
Russian captains who saw a future for
her, the now-called Kruzenshtern might
well have landed at the breakers. As it
happened, by 1968 the ship had found a
new purpose solely as a sailing training
ship—a task she still fulfills today.

The second half of the book, de-
tailing the ship’s history under Sovi-
et and later Russian flags is where the
wealth of ‘new’ information can be
found.  Understandably unavailable
during the Soviet era, this history has
finally been revealed. For example, in
the late 1960s, while still under Sovi-
et navy command, the ship had a bear
on board—Misha (123). When the
Kruzenshtern first participated in the
International Sail Training Program in
1974, one can imagine the impact of a
ship sailing onto the international scene
from behind the Iron Curtain.

Most important to the ship’s fate
is one of her former Russian captains,
Gennadiy Kolomenskiy. His life was
ultimately tied to the ship for 40 years
and it was his driving force to preserve
and push for the ship to be given to the
Baltic State Academy during the break-
up of the Soviet Union that the ship sur-
vived another great moment in history.

Much like other books from the
publisher, this one is also heavily filled
with photographs, maps, charts, and ta-
bles of voyages. Anyone interested in
the topic of Windjammers solely for
the aesthetics will not be disappointed
in this regard. The original builders’
specifications have been completely re-
produced in facsimile. For the sailing
ship geek this is a very nice addition to
the text.

One aspect where the book disap-
points is in the English summary. For
a 300-page book, roughly 20 pages of
summary is largely bare bones and dot-
ted with only a few highlights from the
full text. Furthermore, the summary
reads as what can be best described as
‘translated.’ It may not be the product of
Google Translator, but it certainly lacks
some polishing. While, in fairness, the
summary does the job, this reviewer
expected much more from a monograph
of this type.

Given the ship’s 90-plus-year exis-
tence and very intriguing history, it is
only proper that there be a monograph
to bring the ship’s story to light. Au-
thors Bottcher and Hieber do this very
well, with a text that is beautifully il-
lustrated. Those with interest in wind-
jammers will certainly enjoy the work,
and those who have had the pleasure
of walking on Kruzenshtern’s decks
should add it to their library.

Christopher Kretzschmar
Rusagonis, New Brunswick

Roger Branfill-Cook. River Gunboats.
An lllustrated Encyclopedia. Barnsley,
S. Yorks: Seaforth Publishing, www.
seaforthpublishing.com, 2018. 336 pp.,
illustrations, appendices, bibliography,
index. UK £40.00, cloth; ISBN 978-1-
84832-365-0.

When it comes to modern warships,
there is no shortage of books detailing
the history and development of various
types of vessels. Shelves groan with
the specialized studies on battleships,
aircraft carriers and submarines, with
even workhorses such as destroyers
and frigates receiving their due. When
it comes to the smallest warships, the
lowly gunboat, however, a prospective
reader faces a surprising dearth of op-
tions available to them, with the few
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books on the subject typically devoted
to the specific vessels used in a particu-
lar conflict. This is what makes Roger
Branfill-Cook’s book unique, as it is the
first effort to provide a comprehensive
catalogue of all of the powered vessels
employed as warships on the rivers,
lakes, and lagoons of the world, from
the Honourable East India Company’s
HEIC Diana down to her present-day
descendants.

One likely reason for the absence
of such a work until now is the chal-
lenge of researching the histories of
these vessels. Many gunboats did not
start out as purpose-built warships, but
were initially civilian vessels that were
subsequently modified for use, with the
occasionally hasty addition of cannons
or machine guns, and some form of pro-
tection from attack. Even when these
vessels were commissioned into their
respective navies, the details about their
construction, operations and fate can be
hard to find. Here Branfill-Cook gener-
ously details the assistance he received
from dozens of people who through
their own time and labour provided
much of the information he relied upon
for his book, yet for all their help, he
acknowledges that many gaps remain in
the details available.

To organize his information, Bran-
fill-Cook relies upon the tried-and-true
approach of doing so by country. This
is a perfectly sensible way to manage
the material, yet there are limitations in
how he employs it. Foremost among
them is how he deals with the many
gunboats that were transferred between
countries; namely, by referring his read-
ers to the relevant listing in their coun-
try of origin. While understandable in
terms of managing the size of the book,
often it forces readers to go paging back
and forth to find out what they need to
know. Easy referencing is further ham-
pered by the absence of more specific

location information such as page num-
bers within the reference, as well as the
author’s subdivision of the entries on
the gunboats of the larger navies by the
region where they were deployed. To-
gether, these make the book far more
time-consuming to use than should be
the case with a good reference work.
These entries also exclude any details
of modifications that the new owners
might have made to the vessels, an
omission which further diminishes the
book’s overall utility for the interested
user.

Yet for those who persevere with it,
Branfill-Cook’s book provides a trove of
useful facts, with its focus on gunboats
allowing readers to uncover many fas-
cinating nuggets of information about
these vessels. Though details about
their deployment are as limited as those
of their construction and modification,
what the author does provide conveys
something of the impressive breadth of
missions they have performed over the
decades, from traditional naval warfare
to amphibious operations to support
for land operations. As Branfill-Cook
reveals, gunboats have often played a
number of utility roles beyond those of
their initial conception, serving as river-
borne tanks, ersatz landing craft, and as
floating artillery platforms. This range
of use helps to define what the author
classifies as a “gunboat.” For example,
he includes artillery mounted on ca-
nal barges, but usually leaves out ves-
sels used for non-military duties (such
as coast-guarding and policing). This
leads to some questionable omissions,
such as the Point-class cutters initially
used by the U.S. Coast Guard in Oper-
ation Market Time and later transferred
to the South Vietnamese during the Viet-
nam War. And yet such omissions are
probably inevitable, given the impossi-
bility of including every engine-pow-
ered boat that has ever had a machine
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gun attached to its frame. While some
of the decisions in this regard are de-
batable, the challenge involved in such
a classification effort underscores both
the utility of these vessels and the need
for a work such as this.

And this is why, for all of its flaws,
River Gunboats is a welcome contribu-
tion to the sparse literature available on
its subject. With its generous collection
of photographs and profile drawings of
nearly every class of vessel described,
it reflects the author’s clear love of the
subject. Thanks to him, we now have
a work that is a useful go-to reference
for anyone interested in gunboats and
the many roles they have served in wars
around the world. Hopefully, it will
also serve as a springboard for further
research into these humble craft and
highlight the often under-appreciated
role they have played in modern war-
fare.

Mark Klobas
Phoenix, Arizona

Geoffrey Brooke. Alarm Starboard! A
Remarkable True Story of the War at
Sea. Barnsley, S. Yorks: Pen & Sword
Maritime, www.pen-and-sword.co.uk,
2018. 288 pp., illustrations, maps, in-
dex. UK £14.99, paper; ISBN 978-1-
52674-381-7.

This work is an autobiographical ac-
count of Royal Navy Lieutenant Com-
mander Geoffrey Brooke’s service in
the Atlantic, Pacific, and Mediterranean
from 1938 to 1945. Originally pub-
lished in 1982, this is the third repub-
lishing of Alarm Starboard, with the
previous offering being a 2009 reprint-
ing by Leo Cooper Ltd. shortly after
Brooke’s death. Written chronological-
ly and relying on his memory, papers,
and letters home, Brooke supplemented
his first-person account by interspersing

letters from fellow service members and
an assortment of period photographs
to provide additional perspectives and
better visualizations beyond his own re-
counting. The text is straightforward,
with a single-page introductory letter
from Brooke offering background on
the work’s construction before delving
into his service aboard HMS Nelson in
1938. Ten chapters are based around
significant events and reassignments,
followed by an eight-page index.

The first three chapters of the work
detail Brooke’s service from the late
1930s through his participation in the
hunt for the German battleship Bis-
marck while serving aboard the Prince
of Wales. They cover Brooke’s pre-war
career as a midshipman aboard HMS
Nelson, offering a glimpse into the in-
terwar Royal Navy and the rising war
tensions. His brief time aboard de-
stroyers is followed by a transfer to
the famed HMS Prince of Wales, on
which he served for both Churchill’s
secret meeting with Roosevelt and the
hunt for the Bismarck. His accounts of
both incidents are fascinating glimpses
into often-discussed moments of Sec-
ond World War history. The vast ma-
jority of text, however, consists of the
four central chapters that document the
transfer of the Prince of Wales to the
Pacific, its sinking, and Brooke’s subse-
quent escape back to the safety of Cey-
lon. The sinking of the Prince of Wales
is covered in vivid detail. It is Brooke’s
escape from Singapore, survival amidst
the tumultuous retreat through Sumatra,
and his five-week voyage across the In-
dian Ocean in a battered sailing ketch,
the Sederhana Djohanisi, where the
work truly shines. He not only offers
the gritty details of men lost, friends
abandoned, and last-minute deals made
to ensure one’s survival, but fully cap-
tures the madness, despair, and des-
peration of those Commonwealth and
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indigenous forces smashed by the unex-
pected Japanese onslaught. Given that
almost a third of his wartime memoirs
are devoted to this tale of escape and
evasion, it is clear that the actions of
January to April 1942 had a deep impact
on Brooke for the rest of his life. The
final three chapters cover 1943 through
January of 1946, documenting his re-
turn to Atlantic Operations aboard the
cruiser Bermuda, followed by a reas-
signment to carriers operating in the Pa-
cific. Brooke’s accounts of Operation
Torch and Russian convoys is relatively
short in comparison to other points of
his career, with his time aboard HMS
Formidable comprising the bulk of his
late-war account. As a transferred of-
ficer, Brooke offers a unique view into
the operations of a late-war carrier, as he
was thrown into several unaccustomed
roles. His descriptions of kamikaze at-
tacks are fascinating, but it is visiting
the aftermath of one such action, and
his panicked shooting down of a crip-
pled allied aircraft afterwards that helps
humanize the statistics of these suicidal
operations (249-251). Upon complet-
ing his extraordinary tale, his final line
is most fitting: “Even now, 40 years on,
if my luck seems to be temporarily out,
I feel it is only someone redressing the
balance.” (280)

In terms of possible improvements,
there are several suggestions. The most
striking is the work’s biography on the
back cover. The final line states “Now
retired he [Brooke] has three daughters
and lives with his wife in Sussex.” This
is a rather bizarre statement, given that
Geoffrey Brooke passed away in 2009,
nine years before this edition’s publi-
cation. It is a simple correction, but a
strange and seemingly huge oversight.
Another oddity deals with the photo-
graphs, in six sections, spaced evenly
throughout the book. They appear to
have been taken from an older edi-

tion, subdivided and merely dispersed
to break up the text. While some line
up with discussed materials, Brooke’s
primary focus on his 1942 escape mean
that the images are inserted in random
areas, such as the chapter on the Seder-
hana Djohanis containing a photo block
with a single image of Brooke aboard
that ship, followed by seven images of
HMS Bermuda and one of a 1945 air
raid, with the seven relevant images
of the Sederhana Djohanis voyage be-
ing found over thirty pages earlier (p.
137-140, 172-176). The most obvious
casualty of this breaking up of the pho-
to block is that the caption of an image
on page 209 is instead found on page
176, still bearing a previous editions’
bolded “Opposite” directional text. On
a more constructive level, the addition
of editor’s footnotes or summaries
would help clarify aspects not fully ex-
plained within the text or in Brooke’s
occasional footnotes. Brooke gives the
impression that he is from the upper
echelon of British society, and seems
to expect readers to know the jockey/
horse racing parlance he tosses out, or
the assumedly famous names and so-
cietal ranks he would encounter early
in the work. Alongside details, terms,
and traditions which may have faded
from common knowledge over the thir-
ty-six years since the work’s first print-
ing, short explanations of these details
in footnotes or endnotes would greatly
help those not familiar with the subjects
or mid-twentieth century British high
society. Perhaps a future edition might
include these suggestions, and further
increase the strength of this work.

All in all, Alarm Starboard is a fas-
cinating glimpse into the wartime ca-
reer of an extremely lucky (or unlucky)
man. Brooke’s harrowing centerpiece
account of escaping from Singapore
and sailing across the Indian Ocean
to safety alone make this a wonder-
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ful resource for those interested in the
1941/1942 allied retreat in the Pacific.
His additional wartime accounts offer
further ground level insight into sev-
eral key events in World War II naval
history as well. While the work could
use an editor’s hand to help with lay un-
derstanding of some of Brooke’s more
esoteric references and statements, this
is a good firsthand account of one man’s
war at sea.

Charles Ross Patterson 11
Yorktown, Virginia

James E. Bruseth, Amy A. Borgens,
Bradford M. Jones and Eric D. Ray.
La Belle. The Archeology of a Sev-
enteenth-Century Ship of New World
Colonization.  College Station, TX:
Texas A&M University Press, www.
tamupress.com, 2017. xix+892 pp., il-
lustrations, maps, tables, appendices,
notes, bibliography, index. US $95.00,
hardback; ISBN 978-1-62349-361-5.

The shipwrecked fate of the barque
longue La Belle is well known in Tex-
as history, and its potential importance
to French and American colonial histo-
ry buoyed interest in the search for the
vessel, much like the search for oth-
er mythologized shipwrecks in North
America, including Le Griffon in the
Great Lakes and Queen Anne’s Revenge
in North Carolina. After approximately
20 years of active searching, La Belle
was discovered in Matagorda Bay, a
bronze gun recovered definitively iden-
tifying the shipwreck, and plans almost
immediately put into place to archae-
ologically investigate the site. Rarely
is any state archaeological agency af-
forded so many years to conduct such
a comprehensive excavation, documen-
tation, and research of a submerged
shipwreck, especially through changes
in political administrations, funding un-

certainties, and project personnel. This
speaks to the importance of the ship-
wreck La Belle to the history of Euro-
pean exploration and colonization of
North America, to our understanding of
the expedition’s leader, Robert Caveli-
er, Sieur de La Salle, and to the earliest
colonial history of the Texas coast.

The present volume, La Belle: The
Archaeology of a Seventeenth-Century
Ship of New World Colonization, is the
comprehensive technical documenta-
tion of the full excavation of La Belle,
archival research, conservation of the
hull and artifacts, physical vessel mod-
eling, and analysis of the material cul-
ture recovered from the site. The vol-
ume opens with an introduction to La
Salle, the expedition, and the expedi-
tion’s four vessels, including the selec-
tion, construction, sailing, and ultimate
fate of La Belle. At the time of its loss,
La Belle was being used as a temporary
store ship, and La Salle documented
what was loaded onto and stored in it
giving archaeologists a useful guide for
what to what might be expected during
excavation and conservation.

Following the introduction is an
analysis of new archival research con-
ducted as part of this project. Much
professional research on La Salle’s co-
lonial expedition to the Gulf of Mexico
had already been published; therefore,
researchers focused on newly discov-
ered material and documents pertaining
to La Belle in particular. Only docu-
ments relevant to the 1684 voyage are
presented and discussed in this volume,
including the construction and provi-
sioning of La Belle. This chapter was
written before conservation work was
completed, meaning that specific details
related to the vessel are, unfortunately,
not linked to the archaeological remains
in this section.

Next is a description of the exca-
vation of La Belle. Due to the lack of
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visibility at the site and its proximity
to active shipping, the project team de-
cided to build a cofferdam around the
shipwreck and excavate the vessel as
if it were on “dry” land using both ter-
restrial and marine archaeological tech-
niques. This methodology was the first
of its kind in North America, and this
chapter describes the pros and cons, and
trials and errors of developing and us-
ing this methodology in open water. It
then goes on to describe the quite spec-
tacular process of the excavation, how
artifacts and features were mapped and
removed, and how they were packaged
for shipping to the conservation labora-
tory.

The chapter on the conservation of
La Belle is a well-written description
of both representative and challenging
treatments of the material culture. Case
studies presented involve the nocturnal
(navigation instrument), the hull, wood
casks, and complicated composites,
such as the firearms. What is especial-
ly interesting is that it does not just de-
scribe the final results of conservation,
but also difficulties encountered, deci-
sion-making processes, new insights,
reconsideration of methods, and budget
considerations. Conservation of wa-
ter-logged artifacts is never straight-for-
ward, fast, or even permanent.

In the following chapters, research-
ers do not always agree on the analy-
ses of characteristics or features of the
vessel and its artifacts. The volume’s
editors purposefully preserved these
arguments to that the reader may “...
understand that there is no single best
interpretation” — a reality that deserves
to be better recognized in archaeology.
In this volume, this is especially true for
the two chapters that propose radically
different interpretations of the hull de-
sign and construction. That the barque
longue is a previously unidentified ves-
sel type in the archaeological record

appreciably complicates the analyses.
Carrell proposes that La Belle was con-
structed as a whole vessel from a mix
of new and used timbers following the
Mediterranean method of trébuchement
(another archaeological first). Alterna-
tively, Pevny argues that La Belle was
designed, following the French system
of graphic design using diagonals to de-
velop the hull curvature, to be a ship-in-
parts that was ultimately assembled in
France. Two models of La Belle were
constructed to represent its appearance
and layout, and to recreate the method
and sequence of its construction.

Subsequent chapters analyze ma-
terial culture associated with: rigging;
cordage; cooking (heating) and diet;
stowage and packing containers (in-
cluding individual analyses of the con-
tents of a sample of whole containers);
navigational instruments; artillery; a
gun carriage; petards; firepots; firearms;
gun flints; iron and lead shot; swords;
polearms; trade goods including glass
beads, iconographic rings, flush loop
brass bells, brass straight pins, and axes
and knives; ceramics; glass bottles;
footwear; human skeletal remains and
facial reconstruction; faunal remains;
floral remains (flotation); textiles; pig-
ments; medicinals; ballast; and mis-
cellaneous “domestic” goods. In this
last category are items such as lighting;
containers; utensils; hardware; personal
items; barber/surgical tools; writing im-
plements; items associated with leisure
activities; and random, uncategorized
objects. That it is comprised of such a
variety of material culture is due to this
reviewer’s one significant criticism of
this volume. There is no established
classification system used to categorize
the material culture. What is presented
is mix of material, form, usage, location
within the vessel, and association/con-
text.

The project team for the excava-
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tion of La Belle, including the editors
and authors of this volume, have pro-
duced a highly significant contribution
to our understanding of the maritime
archaeology of colonial North Amer-
ica, the European colonization of the
Gulf of Mexico and the Texas Coast,
seventeenth-century French ships of
exploration; the evolution of French
ship design; trade practices with Native
Americans; life about a ship at sea; and
life at a fledgling and failing colony.
They have developed methodology for
excavating, recording, conserving, and
archiving many archaeological firsts,
for example, the first identified barque
longue in the archaeological record.
The archaeological assemblage com-
prises some of the largest single collec-
tions of artifacts types of the time peri-
od, including trade goods such as glass
beads and iconographic rings. No doubt
many future large-scale archaeological
projects will look towards this work as
an archetype model for research design.
This volume is highly recommended.

Alicia Caporaso
New Orleans, Louisiana

Jon Bursey. Captain Elliot and the
Founding of Hong Kong, Pearl of the
Orient. Barnsley, S. Yorks: Pen and
Sword, www.pen-and-sword.co.uk,
2018. xviii+274 pp., illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. UK £25.00,
US $34.95, cloth: ISBN 978-1-52672-
256-0.

Author Jon Bursley explores the life-
long trials and accomplishments of a
nineteenth-century British naval cap-
tain in Captain Elliot and the Found-
ing of Hong Kong, Pearl of the Orient.
Controversies surrounding the First An-
glo-Chinese War and Britain’s acqui-
sition of Hong Kong during the nine-
teenth century lay the background for

Bursley’s extensive history of Charles
Elliot. Though several books have ex-
plored Elliot’s role in the Hong Kong
acquisition, the author extends his ex-
ploration to analyze the character and
context of decisions which drove Cap-
tain Elliot to challenge naval protocol
in the Orient. Bursley explains Elliot’s
actions in navigating through a politi-
cal den of profit and controversy which
surrounded the unlawful exchange of
opium among British and Chinese mer-
chants, ultimately leading to open con-
flict between Britain and China.
Newspapers which reported on opi-
um exchanges during Elliot’s tenure in
the orient painted Elliot as a character
who lacked the capacity to fulfill his
duties effectively. Bursey, however,
redefines this characterization by dis-
tinguishing Elliot’s options and his
resourceful nature to find a balance of
humanitarianism and duty. While Chief
of Commissions in China, Elliot nego-
tiated a diplomatic solution between the
British government, the Co-Hong cartel,
and Commissioner Lin who was tasked
at preventing further opium exchange.
Bursey successfully demonstrates that
during these events, Captain Elliot as-
sumed a self-motivated leadership role
in negotiations between British opium
merchants, who faced punitive reper-
cussions by China for their defiant ac-
tions, and Lin while honouring the Brit-
ish government’s responsibility toward
its citizens conducting trade overseas.
By outlining the complexity involved
in juggling dated directives from Brit-
ain with the need for immediate action
in the orient, Elliot demonstrated com-
petency and an ability to drive events.
Bursley designed this naval history
narrative using a friendly format which
first explains the contextual history for
each area assigned to Elliot, then pro-
ceeds through a detailed account of
Elliot’s decisions which affected these
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areas by means of politics, diplomacy
and personal interactions. The author
catalogues Elliot’s actions through ex-
tensive reference to personal letters
and official correspondence. Using
these resources, the author effectively
outlines Elliot’s character and identi-
fies a pattern of humanitarian interests
driving Elliot’s agenda which included
opium exchange, prisoner rights and
slavery.

Elliot’s career spanned his initial
enlistment aboard HMS Leviathan in
1815, progressing through his rise to
commander of the Serapis and HMS
Renegade in 1825-6, then elevation to
Captain aboard the Harlequin in 1828.
Elliot’s early titles included Protec-
tor of Slaves in British Guiana, Chief
of Commissions in China, and British
General Consul in Texas. He then ac-
cepted the Governorship of Bermuda,
Trinidad, and St. Helena. Each assign-
ment strengthened his experience and
resolve.

Bursey argues that during Elliot’s
early career, he consistently addressed
humanitarian injustices through politi-
cal and diplomatic maneuvers, though
often overstepped his authority. In
1845 Elliot became intimately involved
in promoting independence for the Re-
public of Texas in lieu of American
annexation. Addressing additional oc-
casions, Elliot misread the complexity
of problems resulting in an overreach
from plausible objectives. In later
years, Elliot’s constructive leadership
style allowed him to improve the lives
of citizens and prisoners through in-
frastructure advances, the construction
of schools, asylums and prisons, agri-
cultural improvement plans, and port
improvements to advance trade capa-
bilities. Elliot became instrumental in
evacuating convicts in the Caribbean
when issues of yellow fever and cholera
affected the islands.

Throughout the book, Bursey ad-
dresses nineteenth-century illness and
disease. Elliot’s correspondence allows
the reader to become intimately aware
of his family and their frequent bouts
with illness. The book serves as a cred-
ible tool for exploring the history of El-
liot’s assigned areas and as a marker for
the challenges of living in such areas.
The threat of illness became part of a
constant struggle for individuals endur-
ing a life of constant travel in and out
of tropical ports. Originally, Elliot’s
career advanced due to the illness of
others, but eventually, his own personal
struggle with climate-related illnesses
began to hold him back. His wife also
fell victim to constant weakness as a
result of climate adjustments. Yellow
fever and other illnesses forced popu-
lation fluctuation throughout the Carib-
bean as Elliot’s correspondence reveals.

The author’s ability to navigate
through naval history serves as a mod-
est contribution to the overall success
of this book. The significant value of
this book lies in the author’s ability
to capture the perspective of a nine-
teenth-century British traveler. Elliot
became a witness to significant island
events due to the nature of his career
path, therefore, his life became an in-
strument in the study of this type of ca-
reer. The author presents a multifacet-
ed look into the character of a man who
shaped the British acquisition of Hong
Kong, while explaining the challenges
of Elliot’s career path. Personality con-
flicts and diplomatic intrigue enliven
the book as a historical and naval study,
while the personal details add depth
by presenting an intimate look at nine-
teenth-century challenges encountered
by British citizens living, working, and
trading abroad.

Diana Ritzie
Pensacola, Florida
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R.A. Burt. British Battleships 1889-
1904. Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute
Press, www.nip.org, R 2013 [Original-
ly published1988]. 352 pp., acknow-
ledgements, illustrations, bibliography,
index. US $75.00, cloth; ISBN 978-1-
59114-065-8.

In British Battleships 1889-1904, Ray
A. Burt has created a coffee-table book
any navalist ought to consider acquiring.
Combining extant technical diagrams
with those he created himself based on
thorough research, Burt diligently ad-
dresses the question of British Royal
Navy (RN) ship identification. Strictly
speaking, it is not an academic text; for
example, there are no notes for readers
to cite or use for cross-referencing. He
has written a piece of popular history,
and as such, it lacks the stuffiness one
often finds in purely academic work:
this does not detract from the book in
the least since it appears to be aimed at
providing readers with interesting ma-
terial to satisfy a reader’s curiosity, not
fulfill a thesis requirement. Burt does
offer a brief and informal bibliography
that readers may use to further their own
research. The benefits of this approach
are not limited to casual readers, nor to
neophyte navalists, nor to those specif-
ically interested in the RN. Burt makes
it possible for astute readers to benefit
from his relatively casual delivery of
material by offering key names, events
and dates, and terminology in his text.
An easy example of this occurs
toward the end of the introduction, in
which Burt addresses RN gunnery and
marksmanship (53-61). Naval opera-
tional theory was changing rapidly at
the turn of the twentieth century, and
it is a chicken-or-egg quandary wheth-
er theory progression was antecedent
to technological development. In the
case of naval gunnery, simple necessi-
ty instigated reform. Long had the RN

relied on the tried-and-true firing prac-
tices of “independent fire” and “broad-
side or concentrated firing.” Originally
conceived in the age of sail, the former
practice allowed each gun’s captain to
shoot at will, and the latter required
all of the ship’s guns to target and fire
according to the order of a gunnery
“director.” A reform implemented by
Captain Moorsom, RN, in the 1850s,
assigned the director the role of collect-
ing and prioritizing targeting informa-
tion (such as ships’ relative speed and
bearing, and specific targets, such as the
enemy ship’s bridge, or a gun turret), to
which all gun captains would be bound.
Since each gun was located along the
length and along the centreline of RN
ships, the targeting information the
gunnery director would supply, which
was usually from the centre-most gun
or the bridge of the ship, would be inac-
curate for other gun positions because
of the disparity of their positions viz.
the director’s position. Frequently, an
RN ship’s fore battery would shoot too
soon for maximum effect, or the rear
battery would fire too late and would at
best, wing the aft of the target ship as it
steamed out of the battery’s target-zone;
and as the RN held firm to the age-old
philosophy that the weight of fire was
of superior benefit for a ship in battle
than any gun’s individual accuracy or
any general attempt to improve a gun’s
aim, any alteration in gun bearing or at-
tempt to increase accuracy was frowned
upon. Firing carefully took more time
than firing blindly. The traditional
broadside replaced the director’s role in
naval gunnery by 1885.

Innovations in materials, design,
and construction occurred around the
turn of the last century, and new guns,
not to mention new ships, required new
ways to conduct battle, rendering past
techniques obsolete. Both civilian and
senior naval officials remained uncon-
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vinced that their battle tactics needed to
be changed, and the volume of fire re-
mained superior to collective accuracy
in most tacticians’ minds. This did not
sit well with some particularly progres-
sive officers, such as gunnery Captain
Percy Scott, who instituted many re-
forms on his own vessels, HMS Scylla
and HMS Terrible. A reader familiar
with the time period in question might
know the topic from the side of the Unit-
ed States, and will know of the reforms
Theodore Roosevelt, Henry Cabot
Lodge and William Sowden Sims insti-
tuted in the United States Navy (USN)
to a greater or lesser extent. This short
section of the introduction illustrates
gunnery reform from the British side,
and includes reference to the influence
of the Third Sea Lord Sir William May,
for instance, upon cooperative gunnery
reform initiatives embarked upon by the
RN and the USN. Specifically, naval
gunnery reform was not taken seriously
in the USN either, until William Sims
encountered Captain Scott at the Hong
Kong station, after which he composed
and sent a highly detailed letter contain-
ing his findings and conclusions to The-
odore Roosevelt. This chance meeting
also coincided with a 1902 British study
into gunnery practices, precipitating
the complete overhaul of techniques to
make them relevant to the needs of con-
temporary maritime warfare.

While not mentioned in Burt’s
book, several of Theodore Roosevelt’s,
Henry Cabot Lodge’s and Sims’ biog-
raphies and collections of personal cor-
respondence reference this specific top-
ic. Burt’s ability to draw readers into
a larger topic is thereby illustrated in
this section of the text. This reviewer
has a particular interest in Western/An-
glo-American naval gunnery reforms
instituted during the 1885-1920 period,
and Burt’s work has introduced some
small, but important, nuggets of new

information pertinent to the British side
of the equation that were not referred to
in primary documents from the United
States consulted prior to this review
(e.g., Elting E. Morison, et al. [eds.],
The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt: Vol-
ume(s] I-VIII. [Cambridge, MA: Har-
vard University Press, 1951]; Henry
Cabot Lodge [ed.], Selections from the
Correspondence of Theodore Roosevelt
and Henry Cabot Lodge, 1884-1918,
Vol. I [and II]. [New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1925]; Elting E. Mor-
ison, Admiral Sims and the Modern
American Navy, [New York: Russell &
Russell, {1942} 1968]). Accordingly,
further independent research is possi-
ble because Burt’s book is thoroughly
researched and presented in a pleasing
manner, albeit not cited to academic ex-
pectations.

British Battleships 1889-1904 is a
popular, coffee-table-style history book
developed through meticulous research
and careful reproduction of illustrations,
and while it is not “academic” per se, it
is nonetheless a work of good quality:
university instructors would be well-ad-
vised to use it as an example of scholar-
ly presentation and prose, and one that
might be used best to enhance first-year
students’ learning. For any reader with
a good knowledge of research methods,
the information Burt transmits is of
pleasing inspirational value.

Ambjorn L. Adomeit
London, Ontario

Henry T. Cheever. The Whale and his
Captors: or, Whaleman’s Adventures.
(First published New York: Harper &
Brothers, 1850). Edited and Introduced
by Robert D. Madison, Lebanon, NH:
University Press of New England,
www.upne.com, 2018. xxxiii+242 pp.,
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illustrations, notes, appendices. US
$40.00, paper; ISBN 978-1-5126-0266-
1. (E-book available.)

“There she blows! There she blows! /
Man the boats! For nothing stay! / Such
a prize we must not lose! / Lay to your
oars! Away! Away!” So reads the fron-
tispiece of Reverend Henry Cheever’s
1850 account of his 236-day voyage
from the South Pacific to home port
in Nantucket. With its over-taxed ex-
clamation marks the poem captured
the prevailing view of whale-hunting
as a swashbuckling enterprise. In the
literature of the day, whaling was a
risk-taking battle against a magnificent
“sea-monster,” the great Leviathan; a
gladiatorial encounter between enter-
prising humans and insensate beasts.
And it was portrayed as such. One of
the combatants, if not both, could die
a bloody and painful death. By all ac-
counts, the last half of the nineteenth
century marked the halcyon days of
tall-ship sailing and whaling. Indeed,
so much literature of the sea prevailed
that Richard Dana had felt obliged to
preface his Two Years Before the Mast
(1840) by virtually apologizing for his
“unjustifiable” presumption in adding
his own tale to the mix. Of course, Da-
na’s narrative was unique. So, too, was
Cheever’s personal account; and now
also its first scholarly reprint at the skil-
ful hand of editor Robert D. Madison.
Cheever’s reprint appears in the
series Seafaring America under its gen-
eral editor Richard J. King (Williams
College, Mystic Seaport). As King
explains in his brief preface to this vol-
ume, the series promotes a broad range
of fiction and non-fiction, poetry and
drama. Thus he includes in the histori-
cal canon those works of both fact and
fiction “that reward reconsideration be-
cause of the lessons they offer about our
relationship [emphasis mine] with the

ocean.” The word “relationship” is key
to our understanding of the sea. Thank-
fully, this conviction remains valid well
beyond the nautical experience of the
USA. (Editors of academic books and
journals might bear that in mind when
judging the acceptability of literary
manuscripts).  Reprinting Cheever’s
book also found support in the perspec-
tive of Stuart M. Frank, Senior Curator
at the New Bedford Whaling Museum.
Madison, Cheever’s editor, endorses
Frank’s perspective in his Acknowl-
edgements. “In an increasingly mate-
rialistic world of literary criticism,” he
explains, Frank had years ago “insisted
on the importance of American religious
thought to maritime culture.” That, too,
is a seminal perspective well worth re-
peating in other cultures as well. The
“rewards” which the series Seafaring
America has promised arise in the case
of Cheever’s book from three sources:
the immediate experience of a sensitive
and reflective writer; the engagement
of the creative imagination; and the re-
flections of a religious writer who, with
honesty and conviction, stakes out his
changing understanding of the marine
world.

Key to the readers’ appreciation of
Cheever’s The Whale and his Captors
is Mark Bousquet’s cogent and well-
turned Afterword. It could well have
served as a Preface. His sensitive anal-
ysis clarifies not only the importance of
Cheever’s work for the 1850s, but its
historical significance for readers today.
In short, by having experienced and
thought deeply about the brutal hunting
and butchery of whales, Cheever had
become “the first writer to produce a
whaling narrative that demonstrates a
sustained sympathy for the plight of the
whales.” He became, in short, the first
whaling environmentalist. ~Certainly,
Cheever also provided us with a rous-
ing whaling tale in the established tradi-
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tion, but as Bousquet explains, “his text
also reveals a confrontation with the
unexpected emotions brought forth by
his witnessing the slaughter of whales.”
Cheever’s work is a vivid social docu-
ment with a modern thrust.

Cheever himself had recorded his
own transformation subtly and well,
drawing on a literary record as diverse
as Bunyan, Byron, Milton, Cowper, and
Coleridge to make his case. He docu-
mented his keen scientific interest in the
whale’s anatomy and physiology, espe-
cially the circulation of the blood, and
its breathing. He saw all creatures as
endowed “by the Creator’s providence”
with survival instincts. He himself had
engaged deeply in the whaling experi-
ence. As his title suggests, he pondered
the existential condition of both the
whale and “his captors.” We read his
descriptions of the “wondrous mon-
ster;” of the “battleground” in which
the vicious hunt takes place. At first
the whale was nothing but a commod-
ity, sought solely for its economic val-
ue on a greedy market. Later Cheever
conceded that “the havoc” which the
industry caused was “enormous.” If
unchecked by ethical considerations, he
warned, then “the poor whale” would be
“doomed to extinction.” In the course of
the voyage his empathy with the whale
grew. “Unlike humans,” he wrote,
“whales do not wage war.” He found
it “painful to witness the death-agony”
of a harpooned whale; observed the
whale’s “tenderest maternal solicitude”
for its young; interpreted a whale’s final
moment as “terror-struck” at the hands
of “his tormentors.” By the end of the
book, as Mark Bousquet’s Afterword
rightly explains, Reverend Cheever
had reached a position taken by Jeremy
Bentham in 1789: the question was not
whether animals —the handiwork of the
Creator—could reason and speak, but
whether they could suffer.

This attractive reprint combines
nautical experience, literature and reli-
gion to create a compelling narrative.
The book makes a significant contribu-
tion to current reflection on our ocean-
ic world and the life which it sustains.
It takes its rightful place alongside the
most recent contribution in the field,
Nick Pyenson’s Spying on Whales: The
Past, Present and Future of Earth’s
Most Awesome Creatures. (2018).

Michael L. Hadley
Victoria, British Columbia

Nick Childs. The Age of Invincible:
The Ship that Defined the Modern Royal
Navy. Barnsley, S. Yorks: Pen & Sword
Maritime, www.pen-and-sword.co.uk,
2018. xxvi+189 pp., illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. UK £12.99, paper;
ISBN 978-1-52674-382-4. (E-book,
Kindle available.)

Nick Childs’ excellent and concise his-
tory of HMS Invincible provides far
more than a traditional ship biography,
and the reprinting of this 2009 study is
auspiciously timed with the commis-
sioning of the new generation of Brit-
ish aircraft carriers, starting with HMS
Queen Elizabeth. Childs’ study covers
the broad outline and evolution of car-
rier aviation within the Royal Navy,
treating HMS Invincible as an essential
bridge between Second World War fleet
carriers and the daring decision to build
large carriers.

As a political correspondent for the
BBC World Service and World News
television, and a former correspondent
on a wide variety of defence affairs and
world conflicts, Childs brings an easy
familiarity with the intricacies of de-
fence policy that allows him to unravel
knotty decisions for even casual read-
ers to absorb. Scholars will note that
Childs does not rely unduly on archival
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research and documentation, instead
choosing to rely upon extensive oral in-
terviews with naval officers, politicians,
civil servants and academics. The re-
sult is a readable and concise book, al-
beit one that presents an interpretation
of defence policy from the Royal Na-
vy’s point of view. There is obviously
an effort to use the history of the Invin-
cible-class to justify the policy decision
to invest in fleet carriers, but Childs of-
fers a solid case for such a large strate-
gic investment.

HMS Invincible faced the peren-
nial challenge of financial constraints,
and Childs expertly connects naval
policy decisions with the wider politi-
cal and economic condition of Britain.
For example, while the Royal Navy’s
experience of combat in the Falklands
War justified the relevance of carrier
air power for power-projection and am-
phibious operations around the world,
popularity and prestige did not insulate
the Royal Navy from ongoing financial
pressure (117). The book addresses
the tangible impact of inter-service ri-
valries, particularly between the Royal
Navy supporters of the Fleet Air Arm
and the Royal Air Force, which played
an important role in negotiations over
the Joint Harrier Force and the eventual
cooperation of the two services in the
Queen Elizabeth-class. Readers un-
familiar with the Royal Navy and its
perennial financial challenges will find
the political and bureaucratic infighting
particularly fascinating, considering the
common assumption that Britain priori-
tized naval forces.

Childs integrates the activities of
Invincible into the broader strategic nar-
rative, expertly connecting the thread
of carrier air power to the navy’s role
in NATO European defence during the
Cold War and demonstrating how the
experience of Middle East conflict in
the late 1990s and early 2000s revived
and reinforced the need for full-scale

fleet carriers. During the Cold War,
carriers competed for scarce financial
resources with the extensive demands
of anti-submarine warfare against So-
viet submarines and with the navy’s
own role in providing a nuclear deter-
rent aboard its own submarines. Childs
convincingly argues that the end of the
Cold War and the concurrent increase
in amphibious and expeditionary op-
erations under the more interventionist
government of Tony Blair proved the
wisdom of maintaining the Royal Na-
vy’s capacity to provide naval air sup-
port for global power-projection and
conventional (non-nuclear) deterrence.
Building the Invincible-class and main-
taining a foothold in carrier aviation re-
duced British dependence on the Unit-
ed States Navy, and allowed the United
Kingdom to conduct independent oper-
ations and make effective contributions
to joint missions.

Childs uses the story of the Invinci-
ble as a microcosm of the wider chang-
es affecting British defence policy in
the evolving conditions of the Cold War
and post-Cold War periods. Scholars
and recreational readers will find that
the book neatly synthesizes first-hand
accounts of the warship’s origins, ser-
vice and fate into a concise account of
the strategic and institutional evolution
of the mid- to late-twentieth-century
Royal Navy.

Iain O’Shea
Burnaby, British Columbia

Jeffrey R. Cox, Morning Star, Midnight
Sun: The Early Guadalcanal-Solomons
Campaign of World War 1l August—Oc-
tober 1942. New York, NY: Osprey
Publishing, www.osprey.com, 2018.
448 pp., illustrations, maps, bibliog-
raphy, index. US $28.95, cloth; ISBN
978-147282-638-1 (Available in paper-
back).
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On the inside she was a poisonous mo-
rass. Crocodiles hid in her creeks or
patrolled her turgid backwaters. Her
jungles were alive with slithering,
crawling, scuttling things, with giant
lizards that barked like dogs, with huge
red furry spiders, with centipedes and
leeches and scorpions, with rats and
bats and fiddler crabs and one big spe-
cies of landcrab which moved through
the bush with all the stealth of a steam-
roller. (130)

Such is the way Coastwatcher Mar-
tin Clemens described Guadalcanal, an
island in the Solomon Islands where
America’s navy, marines and army
would begin the long trek to Tokyo Bay.
Morning Star, Midnight Sun is the sto-
ry of the early Solomons Campaign of
August-October 1942 when the United
States Navy, reeling from the disaster of
Pearl Harbor and the Imperial Japanese
Navy, afflicted with a bad case of “Vic-
tory Disease”, fought over miserable
islands and crucial ocean routes while
the war’s outcome hung in the balance.

The setting is the Solomon Islands
of the South Pacific, those small, jun-
gle islands of minimal significance
to the great powers of the world other
than they were situated astride the lines
of communication between the United
States and Australia, that the Americans
wanted to save and the Japanese sought
to conquer.

The forces are the United States
Navy Pacific Fleet, striped of battleships
after Pearl Harbor and reduced to a few
carriers after the battles of the Coral Sea
and Midway, and the Imperial Japanese
Navy, still expanding but bloodied in
the same battles. The names of some
characters are famous, such as Yama-
moto, Ghormley, Nimitz, and Halsey.
Others are unfamiliar; the pilots of the
Cactus Air Force, the makeshift squads
operating from Henderson Field on
Guadalcanal, and of the Enterprise and

Hornet, the Japanese who flew against
them, the sailors who scanned the radar,
aimed guns, did damage control and the
Marines and soldiers who fought while
navies maintained and cut their supply
lines. The battles included Savo Island,
the greatest defeat in U.S. Naval histo-
ry, with four first-line cruisers sunk and
1,077 American and Australian sailors
dead over what remains known as Iron
Bottom Sound.

The Japanese plan was to fight the
“Decisive Battle” that would win the
war. The Americans wanted to an of-
fensive that would keep the sea lanes
open and start the road across the Pacif-
ic. At the onset, the forces were fairly
evenly matched. The U.S. advantage
was that it a pipeline of production to
replace its losses while Japan did not.

This book chronicles the men who
decided the fate of the Solomons in late
1942. Their errors were costly, such
as those of the Blue and Talbot who
missed the oncoming Japanese Fleet, as
were the equipment failures, such as the
repeated duds of American torpedoes.
Mistaken identification rained down
fire on friendly forces and withheld it
from the enemy. The actions related
in this tome reflect a time of transition.
The American Navy sharpened its skills
while the Marines and army took, and
held, the first pieces of Japanese oc-
cupied territory. The shortcomings of
Adm. Ghormley were recognized and
his replacement by Adm. Hulsey, re-
cently returned to service from medical
leave, put in place the team that would
lead the coming offensive. Americans
began to realize that, though Zeros re-
tained their technological qualities,
those of the pilots were ebbing. The
Japanese tide had reached its peak and
began its relentless ebb.

Author Jeffrey R. Cox has crafted
a thoroughly researched narrative that
tells it tale in great detail. He combines
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the big history of admirals, engage-
ments and shifts in battle momentum
with the small history of the men who
lived it. For the scholar or student with
a focus on the naval war in the Pacif-
ic this is a valuable resource. For the
general reader it may contain too much
detail. I like a book that helps me put
names and engagements into context of
the greater war. I gain little by know-
ing that Japanese Petty officer 2™ Class
Miki Isamu released his bomb too high
to hit the Enterprise or that Captain
William Sharpsteen torched a Zero,
apparently piloted by Seaman 1% Class
Iwase Jisuke. I recommend Morning
Star, Midnight Sun for readers already
conversant with the naval war in the
Pacific who seek to deepen their under-
standing, but not as an initial read.

Jim Gallen
St. Louis, Missouri

Leslie Dawson. Fabulous Flying Boats
A History of the World’s Passenger Fly-
ing Boats. Barnsley, S. Yorks: Pen &
Sword Aviation, www.pen-and-sword.
co.uk, 2018. xiii+320 pp., illustrations,
appendix, index. UK £14.99, paper;
ISBN 978-1-52673-969-8.

Despite their brief pre-eminence, few
types of aircraft capture our imagination
like the huge, sleek-hulled flying boats.
They embody the glamour, adventure,
and danger that characterized air trav-
el in the interwar period. Avoiding the
need for expensive and infrequent land-
based runways, flying boats skimmed
across the waves and gracefully lifted
into the air “from the grey, heaving
Atlantic to the dry heat of Africa and
the idyllic sun drenched islands of the
Pacific.” (300) Leslie Dawson’s Fabu-
lous Flying Boats breathes life into this
bygone era through a collection of first-
hand accounts, aircraft descriptions,

and recreated journeys.

Dawson traces the early develop-
ment of the flying boat in chapter one
before chronicling the rise of commer-
cial air ventures during the interwar
period in chapters two and three. The
focus is on British experiments and op-
erations in the 1920s and 1930s with
short sections covering similar opera-
tions in other countries. British efforts
to develop long-distance flying boats
were intimately related to the mainte-
nance of its colonial empire. Engineers
and pilots strove to extend the reach of
aircraft and create a reliable service that
could quickly deliver Britain’s elites to
anywhere in the colonies.

By the 1930s, the first practical
long-range flying boats were ready for
service. Dawson focuses on the vener-
able Short C-Class Empire flying boat
which served British Imperial Airways’
colonial routes. The highlight of this
section is Dawson’s account of a typical
journey from England to South Africa
on the C-Class. The reader first takes
a virtual tour of the huge plane, getting
a sense of the cutting-edge technology
and lavish accommodations that charac-
terized flying boat interiors at the time.
As the journey begins, we follow along
for five days of travel across the Medi-
terranean, south along the Nile, over to
Kenya, Mozambique (then Portuguese
East Africa) and finally, South Africa.
Dawson palpably conveys the tensions
of early air travel: the simultaneous ex-
citement and tedium during days spent
in the air, and the constant reassurances
of the safety of the aircraft juxtaposed
with all-too-frequent accidents.

Dawson follows the flying boats
into their operations during the Second
World War in chapters four through
seven, again largely focusing on British
colonial and transatlantic operations.
The nation’s pilots and flying boats
were reorganized to coordinate the war
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effort across the empire. The demands
of war pushed social and technological
change; women had new opportunities
to work on seaplane bases as pilots and
sailors. The need to overfly enemy-oc-
cupied territory put a renewed empha-
sis on ultra-long-range flying. The
story of the PBY Catalina flying boats
which reconnected London and Austra-
lia in 1943 is a particularly fascinating
case. Five Catalinas were modified to
make the non-stop flight from Perth to
Sri Lanka over the Indian Ocean. In a
true feat of endurance, the journey took
28 hours in the austere, unpressurized
plane. To commemorate the arduous
experience, those who took the journey
were ceremoniously inducted into the
“Secret Order of the Double Sunrise.”
In the final section of the book
Dawson tracks the post-war decline
of flying boats. A new generation of
huge ocean-spanning flying boats, such
as the British Saunders-Roe Princess
and Howard Hughes’ infamous Spruce
Goose, were already obsolete as their
prototypes were finishing construc-
tion. These aircraft were but dreams of
a bygone era supplanted by land-based
Douglas DC-6s, Lockheed Constella-
tions, and Boeing 377 Stratocruisers.
Yet, as Dawson shows in chapters
eight through eleven, many of these
flying boats had extended service lives
long after their supposed obsolescence.
They have found uses fighting fires and
transporting passengers in more remote
commercial aviation markets. Dawson
traces these afterlives of British- and
American-made planes in operations
from Argentina to the South Pacific.
Finally, as is evident in his meticulous
appendix of the world’s flying boats,
Dawson tracked down the final rest-
ing places of the most of these aircraft,
whether the glamour of a museum, the
inglorious scrap yard, or a somber grave
at the bottom of a river, lake, or ocean.

Dawson takes great care to guide
readers through the interiors of the Short
C-Class and Boeing 314, but there are
few images to supplement his descrip-
tions. Discussions of rarer aircraft that
readers are unlikely to know also often
lack images. Furthermore, there are no
footnotes or bibliography, making the
text of limited use for researchers and
historians.

The greatest strength of Dawson’s
book also points to its weakness. He
vividly captures the experiences and
efforts of flying boat operators and
passengers in the colonial settings that
defined their use in the interwar period.
The stories of aircraft narrowly thread-
ing between the trees to land in remote
tropical rivers are engaging and fasci-
nating. Yet Dawson does little to inter-
rogate the motivations and significance
of their imperial roles. It would have
enriched the book to consider the wider
implications of flying boat operations
beyond the triumphs and tribulations of
early air travel.

Nevertheless, Fabulous Flying
Boats is a worthwhile book for any-
one imbued with an enthusiasm for
these iconic machines and their crews.
Dawson’s passion for flying boats is in-
fectious, and I for one will be stepping
aboard one of the remaining examples
as soon as I can.

Marc J. Alsina
Baltimore, Maryland

Anthony B. Dickenson and Chesley
Sanger. After the Basques. The Whal-
ing Stations of Newfoundland and
Labrador. St. John’s, NL: DRC Pub-
lications, www.drcpublishingnl.com,
2018. x+277 pp., illustrations, maps,
tables, appendices, sources, bibliogra-
phy. CDN $19.95, paper; ISBN 978-1-
988358-16-1.
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This is a detailed but concise account
of station-based whaling in Newfound-
land and Labrador from 1898, when
a processing plant was established in
Notre Dame Bay, until 1972, when
whaling, other than indigenous hunts,
was banned by the Canadian govern-
ment. The title of the book is After the
Basques—long after, really. The sys-
tematic Basque whale hunt, exempli-
fied by the operation at Red Bay, Labra-
dor (a heritage site), ended in the 1580s
but throughout the next three centuries
some whaling was carried out on a
small-scale opportunistic basis by ships
from Spain, France and New England,
usually in conjunction with catching
cod. In the nineteenth century, Scottish
and American whalers worked in the
northern grounds of Davis Strait and
Baffin Bay, leaving the waters around
Newfoundland comparatively unex-
ploited.

It was Norway that developed the
steam powered whale catcher armed
with a powerful harpoon gun at the
bow, and Norwegian know-how and
business interests were enlisted in the
establishment of the industry in New-
foundland. Twenty-one coastal stations
were constructed by 27 companies,
though not all were open at the same
time. As usual, efficient killing reduced
the number of whales that came by the
different areas. The processing centres
would then be closed either temporar-
ily or permanently and the operation
shifted to a different bay. Companies
also were established and dissolved. At
the peak of these operations in the early
twentieth century, whaling for a while
supplanted sealing as Newfoundland’s
second largest industry after salt cod.
During the time this enterprise was in
operation over 20,000 whales were
caught in Newfoundland waters.

After an introduction and a descrip-

tion of the process of catching and pro-
cessing the whales, Part 3 is the main
section of the book. It deals with each
whaling station in turn: initial establish-
ment, owners, location (mostly illustrat-
ed by aerial or satellite photographs),
record of catches and eventual closure.
There are many period photographs of
operations, whales being dismembered,
ships (the whale catchers), and some
of the people involved: Norwegians as
well as Newfoundlanders.

Part 4 is devoted to the 60
whale-catching vessels, most of which
were built in Norway. They are illustrat-
ed by photographs which compliment
those in Part 3. Statistics (tonnage, di-
mensions, horsepower) are not given,
but the catchers were small, powerful
craft and excellent sea boats, while
larger ships, converted from freighters,
were of the fish-factory type, although
they did not operate independently but
were used to support the stations.

An appendix shows total and sta-
tion catches by species; another, legis-
lation that affected Newfoundland and
Labrador whaling, while a third lists the
formation and changes of Newfound-
land whaling companies, correlating
the information in Part 3. A fourth de-
tails what can be gained from each part
of the carcass of a blue whale, the great-
est prize.

Nowadays, with the number of
whales in the oceans so depleted, we
tend to deplore whale hunting, but for-
merly it was seen, like sealing, as a nec-
essary though dangerous and adventur-
ous enterprise that produced a needed
commodity and provided employment
to the shore workers and the ships’
Crews.

The authors are both retired faculty
members of Memorial University in St.
John’s, Newfoundland, and obvious-
ly saw the need to put the story of this
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industry in accessible form, which they
have achieved by this compact but com-
prehensive volume.

C. Douglas Maginley
Mahone Bay, Nova Scotia

Aidan Dodson. Before the Battlecruiser:
The Big Cruiser in the World’s Navies
1865-1910. Barnsley, S. Yorks: Sea-
forth Publishing, www.seaforthpublish-
ing.com, 2018. 304 pp., illustrations,
maps, glossary, notes, index, appendi-
ces. UK £35.00, cloth; ISBN 978-1-
4738-9216-3. (E-book available.)

This work combines chronological his-
tory with technical data around the ‘big
cruiser’ naval vessels of the world from
their advent in 1865 to the completion
of the last designs in 1910. While each
nation maintained its own designations
of ship types, which varied from coun-
try to country and occasionally, within
navies by decade, author Aidan Dodson
uses his own criteria to determine rele-
vant vessels, namely, non-line-of-battle
armoured vessels begun prior to the of-
ficial 1909 completion of HMS Invin-
cible with side protection and/or a dis-
placement of over 7,500 tons (7). Given
the tangled and often interconnected na-
ture of warship development on the in-
ternational stage, Dodson states that his
work is not only an analysis of the rele-
vant vessels, but also a view of interna-
tional naval history through the “lens”
of the big cruiser movements. This
narrative is largely concentrated in the
first half of the book, which examines
the ships of the world chronologically.
The second half examines the vessels’
career data and serves as a repository of
technical data, classified by nationality.
Using a standardized format, Dodson
discusses each vessel’s national service
life and illustrates it with line drawings

to showcase the vessel profiles as-built
and after refits. These core components
are bookended by additional informa-
tion, an introduction and a “Sources,
Conventions and Abbreviations” sec-
tion proceeding the main body of text
to inform the reader of the author’s
classification rationale. At the end, is
a list of principle gun types and metric
to imperial conversion appendices, end
notes, maps, and an index. The maps
are of special note, showcasing not only
the worldwide routes of key squadrons
in 1904 and 1914, but also detailed
maps of various seas showing the loca-
tion of major ports, significant actions,
and points where various ‘big cruisers’
were lost.

Part One, “The Rise and Fall of
the Big Cruiser,” actually begins with
a summary and analysis of wooden and
early iron ships of the late eighteenth
to mid-nineteenth centuries, following
various designs and ‘replies’ between
key navies as they pushed wooden ves-
sels to their limits and brought about
the advent of iron, armoured, mechan-
ically powered commerce raiders (13-
15). From there, Dodson examines the
early forays into big cruiser designs,
the cycle of construction and ‘replies,’
innovations, advancements, and war-
fare. Shortly after a vessel’s introduc-
tion to the timeline, he often pauses to
cover key points of its service history.
Among the naval conflicts examined,
the two most in-depth studies cover
the 1904 Russo-Japanese War and the
First World War. The author sees the
Russo-Japanese War as the “high point”
of the big cruiser, as both the Japanese
and Russians relied heavily on various
designs throughout most engagements
(93). The Japanese victory was such
a shock to the Russians and their navy
that the text devoted to their post-war
reactionary construction is a third of the
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length of the war summary itself. Un-
surprisingly, the First World War con-
sumes almost an entire chapter, cover-
ing well known engagements such as
Jutland, Gallipoli, and convoy actions,
arranged chronologically and by the-
atre of action. Most fascinating is the
antecedent chapter, “The Long Dying,”
which examines the fates of the surviv-
ing big cruisers after 1919 to the pres-
ent. This includes their conversion to
receiving ships, training vessels, mine-
layers, and the like. Scrapping opera-
tions were carried out throughout the
interwar period, with the Second World
War serving as a brief respite for the
dwindling number of survivors. The
last of the breed, the Georgios Averof,
occupies the final paragraph, detailing
its last cruise into preservation as a mu-
seum ship. The main text ends with a
four-page analytical “Retrospective,”
which examines the design approaches
and changing roles faced by countries
as they innovated their way closer to
the advent of the battle cruiser. Dodson
concludes that the vessels were “when
looked at in their own terms... credible
attempts at harnessing rapidly-changing
technologies” (161). Finally, the amaz-
ing assortment of period photographs
scattered throughout the work provide a
wonderful resource, offering images of
the various vessels at different points in
their careers in ways that line drawings
cannot fully encapsulate.

Part Two, “Technical and Career
Data,” is impressive in its own right,
with 117 pages of information on all
vessels Dodson defines as big cruisers,
subdivided by the 14 nations to which
they belonged. The section begins with
a four-page chronological ‘timeline’ of
‘to-scale’ waterline silhouettes, before
moving to the alphabetically-arranged
nations. Entries for each country are
similar, beginning with a graphic time-
line scaled at five-year intervals from

1865 to 1955, a list of each nation’s
vessels located along the timeline’s
y-axis and shaded lines to illustrate
their build time, service life, and final
reserve periods. Vessels are then exam-
ined chronologically, with each class
of warship (if applicable) receiving its
own section. Within these subsections,
a deck drawing illustrates internal lay-
outs and armour thickness, while line
drawings show the external appearance
of class vessels as built and following
refits. Basic data such as designation,
displacement, dimensions, machinery,
armament, protection, and compliment
are listed, followed by tabulated data
on individual ships detailing builder,
key dates in ship construction, and final
fate. Each class section then concludes
with the brief synopses of the assign-
ments of the relevant vessels. As the
technical data on some of these vessels
was sometimes hard to pin down, Dod-
son standardized information in Imperi-
al units and utilizing British deck terms,
with other choices being fully docu-
mented in his earlier “Sources, Conven-
tions and Abbreviations” section (8-9).

Very little comes to mind in terms
of possible improvements, although it
was surprising that the naval Battle of
Manila Bay received only a single sen-
tence within the main text (76). While
none of the various cruisers involved in
that battle fall directly under Dodson’s
definition of a “Big Cruiser,” the par-
ticipants were definitely close cousins.
Certainly, the destruction of unprotect-
ed vessels by those protected by armour
further emphasizing the demise of the
unarmoured cruiser design. Another
suggestion would be to include photo-
graphs of some of the key individuals
involved in the realm of cruiser design,
such as Russian Captain Second Rank
Kopytov, whose specifications formed
the first true armoured cruiser, French
warship designer Emile Bertin, whose
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work Dodson deemed an “Era,” Ger-
man Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz, the
driver behind German Fleet Laws, and
British First Sea Lord Admiral Sir John
Fisher, whose tenure saw the disposal
and refitting of many big cruisers of
the Royal Navy. These are just minor
suggestions, however, and their absence
from the work is in no way detrimental.
Before the Battlecrusier is an ex-
cellent resource for those interested
in mid-nineteenth to early twentieth
century naval designs, fleets and ac-
tions. Dodson’s analytical text is strong
enough to stand alone as a solid study of
the international evolution of armoured
cruiser design and employment, but the
coupling of this with his thoroughly re-
searched and well compiled technical
data compounds the work’s usefulness,
providing data that is much more reli-
able than standard populist texts or the
more propagandized contemporary data
which nations often produced during
the ships’ lives. For those researching
naval vessels of the mid-Victorian to in-
terwar period, Before the Battlecruiser
is a fine addition to the historiography.

Charles Ross Patterson 11
Yorktown, Virginia

Sheilah Mackinnon Drover. Ted Drov-
er, Ships Artist. St. John’s NL: Flanker
Press, www.flankerpress.com, 2018.
xvii+186 pp., illustrations, glossary,
notes, bibliography. CDN $21.95;
ISBN 978-1777117-436-7.

Ted Drover was born in St. John’s,
Newfoundland in 1907. He had polio
as a child which left him with one leg
shorter than the other and gave him a
distinctive walk but did not prevent him
from living an active, adventurous and
successful life. Ted was a businessman,
sailor and artist who had a deep inter-
est in the history of his native land and

especially the way its ships and sailors
typified, indeed created, the unique cul-
ture of Newfoundland. His family had
sawmills in Green’s Harbour in Trinity
Bay, and later in other outports, with a
finishing mill in St. John’s which Ted’s
father managed, so he was well ac-
quainted with all aspects of the marine
scene.

Ted showed an early aptitude for
art, and in the 1920s, after completing
his schooling in St. John’s, he attend-
ed the Ontario College of Art where
he studied under E.H. MacDonald and
Frank Johnston of the Group of Seven.
Unfortunately, the stock market crash
of 1929 affected the family business,
and in that year, Ted returned to New-
foundland to run the family sawmill in
Alder Harbour. While he was seldom
without his sketchpad (his preferred
medium was pencil), he did not seri-
ously pursue his art until 1936, when he
was commissioned to draw portraits for
The Book of Newfoundland. Although
he was also a talented cartoonist, his
portraits and cartoons are not included
in this book: they may be in another
volume.

This collection of his ship portraits
has been put together by his daugh-
ter-in-law, Sheilah Mackinnon Drov-
er. Starting with sketches of ancient
and historic ships, it is then divided
into chapters on sail, steam and motor
vessels. The accompanying text, de-
scribing the work and history of each
ship, provides us with a virtual nautical
history of Newfoundland. The Grand
Banks fishery, which has been well cov-
ered elsewhere, is not largely featured
but there is an important section on the
contribution of women and girls, espe-
cially in the Labrador fishery to which
thousands of Newfoundlanders—men,
women and children—migrated every
year.

Sealing was an important part of the
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economy of Newfoundland, conducted
in the latter half of the nineteenth cen-
tury and the early twentieth in wood or
composite ships with auxiliary engines,
many originally built in Dundee, Scot-
land, as whalers.  Competition was
fierce and successful sealing captains
became locally famous. A berth on a
sealer was coveted by townies and out-
porters alike. In fact, Ted had signed on
for a trip to the ice in a sealer when he
returned to St. John’s in 1929.

Then there was the coastal trade.
As early as the 1860s, the Newfound-
land government granted subsidies to
steamship owners who would provide
reliable communication with the coast-
al settlements. There were two types:
the “coastal boats” which connected St.
John’s with the larger coastal towns,
and the “bay boats” that plied the waters
between the many settlements around
the larger bights, such as Fortune, Pla-
centia, St. Mary’s, Conception, Trin-
ity, Bonavista and Notre Dame Bays.
(Look at a map of Newfoundland:
even today, after the consolidations of
the 1950s and 60s, the inhabited coves
seem innumerable.) These were small
steamers by ocean-going standards: the
larger ones 1000 -1500 tons, the “bay
boats” a few hundred. Ted’s images of
the earlier vessels are especially inter-
esting as they have seldom been illus-
trated. These ships were operated by
the Reid, Crosby and Bowater com-
panies, and the later ones, which were
owned by the government, and then
the Canadian National Railway. They
survived to the post-Second World War
period. I first saw St. John’s in May,
1947, the first port in my first trip in my
first ship, and was there from time to
time up to 1955. I remember the Portu-
guese “white fleet” of dory fishers, the
Glencoe (the last of the clipper-bowed
steamers), the famous Kyle on the Lab-
rador run, and the Northern Ranger
which did the long haul from St. John’s
around the northern tip of Newfound-

land to Corner Brook on the West Coast
and return. These steamships and many
more are featured in this book.

During 